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gifts of cows from the royal herds, and sent his blessing to the
reigning King, the country, and the cattle. But on the ninth
day he was taken away to the back of the tomb and strangled.
This was an annual ceremony. It presents a striking analogy
to the custom of the temporary King who, at the annual
festival of the Sacaea in Babylon, enjoyed similar privileges and
was similarly put to death after a reign of a few days.
A remarkable feature in the social system of the Kitara is
what we may call the sexual communism which prevails, or
used to prevail, between members of the same clan ; a man's
wife was common to him with all the other members of his
clan, any of whom, might have intercourse with her. " No
husband ", we are told, " would think of making any complaint
on the subject, and no one would think of blaming a woman
for allowing her husband's clan-brothers to share her bed any
more than for allowing her husband to do so. No Judge would
condemn such a woman for adultery, for the act was perfectly
legal." In the controversy over the question of a primitive
sexual communism this case of the Bakitara deserves to be
considered. On the other hand, while the sexual relations of
the married women among the Bakitara were, from our point
of view, very loose, the conduct of unmarried women was
comparatively strict, and, as a rule, a girl was pure at marriage.
A girl who had a child by an unknown father used to be
banished from the kraal, because it was believed that her
presence would bring ill-luck to her home ; the children would
die, or the cows cast their calves.
In the religion of the people the elaborate ceremonies
observed at the new moon occupied a conspicuous place. They
lasted for nine days, during which dancing and rejoicing went
on in the royal enclosure, and the royal bands had to play
night and day continuously except for a short rest between 6
and 7 o'clock in the morning, when they snatched a little sleep.
No sooner was the appearance of the new moon announced by
the watch set for the purpose than a man was taken away
secretly and killed and his blood used to smear the royal
fetishes. Again, in the religion of the Bakitara, as of most
African tribes, the fear of the dead played a large part. But
as a rule it was only the ghosts of rich or powerful men who
were dreaded; hence no special attention was paid to the